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Brandenburg – closing in on the wide open spaces
Potsdam and the holiday areas all around Berlin 
enable the visitor to ‘close in’, as it were, on 
Brandenburg. From the chains of lakes in the 
Havelland, the dense forests of the Schorfheide 
in the Barnimer Land as far as the Märkisches 
Meer in the Oder-Spree Lakeland. In Branden-
burg, the abundance of water means that it is 
possible to paddle a canoe from the Havel all 
the way to the Scharmützelsee.

However, the German state that boasts more 
water than any other in the shape of 3 000 lakes 
and 30 000 kilometres of waterways also has no 
difficulty catering for motor boating, sailing and 
swimming enthusiasts. And the cultural aspect is 
not forgotten either, ranging from the castles of 
Potsdam to the State Theatre at Cottbus and a 
spectacle of nature featuring beavers and eagles 
between the Oder and High Fläming. From the 
brickyards of Mildenberg to Eldorado Park in 
Western Templin, Brandenburg is certainly not 
lacking in variety. Cinematic experiences to rival 
Hollywood at the Babelsberg Film Park, the 
chance to touch base with science at the Rathe-
now Optics Park, not to mention industrial 
culture encompassing the Niederfinow ship 

lift and the newly developed lakescapes in the 
former mining regions of Lower Lusatia. For 
cyclists there are 7 000 km of cycle tracks to 
enjoy, including the so-called “Flaeming-Skate” 
skating circuit which is unique in Europe and 
covers more than 200 km. 

The Brandenburg of royalty and nobility is splen-
did indeed. From Rheinsberg to Potsdam and 
from Branitz to Boitzenburg there are more than 
500 castles and manor houses that have been 
handed down to posterity. The jewel in the 
crown is the UNESCO World Heritage Ensemble 
at Potsdam - the Arcadia of the Mark of the Prus-
sian kings featuring 17 castles, among them the 
famous Sanssouci.

Those who favour an idyllic atmosphere will find 
Sorbian traditions awaiting them in the Spree-
wald, along with a cultural landscape of streams 
such as is hard to find anywhere else.  Unforget-
table memories for the visitor will include nego-
tiating the labyrinth of waterways by rowing 
boat and the universally acclaimed Spreewald 
gherkins. However, if you are more into relaxa-
tion and wellness activities, then you need look 

no further than Brandenburg to see the full 
spectrum of what is available. Steam baths and 
lagoon pools, Turkish baths, saunas or swimming 
with penguins in the paradise for bathers that is 
the Spreewald, hot springs, open-air swimming 
pools and – in the largest cantilever building in 
the world, the tropical bathing and sauna land-
scape of Tropical Islands with its indoor rain 
forest.

In the wide open spaces of Brandenburg, very 
close to Berlin (arguably Europe’s most exciting 
city) we find the summer residence of Frederick 
the Great, Bertolt Brecht’s house on the lake, the 
settings for Theodor Fontane’s walks, Mr. von 
Ribbeck’s pear tree and Albert Einstein’s summer 
house – all within an hour’s journey of Berlin. 

And, whichever way you look at it, Brandenburg, 
with its wide open spaces and its location at the 
heart of Europe, is generally very well connected 
to the international transport network. You can 
choose to travel by car, by rail or arrive by air at 
the Berlin-Tegel or Schönefeld airports. In order 
to whet your appetite, we have packed lots of 
things to see into this map.   All you have to do 
now is to embark on your own personal journey 
of discovery to find out about Brandenburg for 
yourself. By bicycle, by water or by draisine, in 
the theatre or in the National Parks, but always 
with Berlin at the centre.
 
Welcome to the wide open spaces 
of Brandenburg!
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